City of Albany, Georgia
Draft Environmental Assessment — Multimodal Transportation Center

Attachment C

Public Involvement




The City of Albany, Albany
Transit System

Public Meeting Announcement

An open community forum for
Site Selection of the Albany Multimodal
Facility

Tuesday, February 12th

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

222 Pine Ave., Room 120 Albany,
GA 31701

The City of Albany, Albany Transit System,
will hold a public meeting to solicit public
comments on the site selection process for
the proposed Albany Multimodal Facility.

Albany Transi

|

The City of Albany, Albany Transit System

712 Flint Avenue
Albany, Georgia 31701

www.albany.ga.us



Albany Transit

v by
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you currently ride AlbanyTransit for some or all of your trips?
Yes No

If so, which route(s)?

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:




Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

If the following improvements and/or amenities to the Albany Transit service in your area
were considered, which improvements or amenities would you like to see? Please rate
their importance to you from Very Important to Not Important.

Very Somewhat | Neutral Somewhat Not
Important | Important Unimportant | Important

Park n Ride site near center

Information on actual arrival
times: via phone, computer,
PDA, electronic signs at
stations waiting areas

Vending, food/drink

Close to down town

Travel time similar to driving

Restrooms

Vending ticketing

Customer Service
representative on site

Connectivity to Greyhound/
Amtrak Bus Bridge, other

modes of transportation

Your contact information:
Please provide us with your preferred contact information, so that we may respond to your
question(s) and/or comments. You can also specify your preferred contact method for our
response.

Name:

Affiliation/organization:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please respond to me by: 0 E-mail O Postal mail 00 Phone

Thank you for your comments and interest!
Our planning staff will consider your comments as we develop our service plans for this area.
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Public offers input on transit site

Want daily summaries and Breaking News alerts?

As of Tuesday, February 12, 2013

By Carlton Fletcher © Copyright 2014 Albany Herald
carlton.fletcher@albanyherald.com

ALBANY, Ga. -- Of the more than 40 citizens
and current or former city officials who
attended a public hearing on the site selection
for a multimodal transit center at Albany's
downtown Government Center Tuesday
afternoon, it was the comments of Johnnie
Hammond that likely had the greatest impact.

| Noting that she spoke on behalf of neighbors
and friends who regularly use the city's transit
| system, Hammond asked that the needs of

W the more than 1 million riders who utilize

i public transportation in the city each year be
given the greatest consideration when a site
for a long-delayed multimodal transit center is
finally selected.

Ronald Reekes, regional manager for Wendel, answers
questions from the public during a transit hearing on
Albany’s multimodal site Tuesday at the government
center.

“The current location (at 300 W. Oglethorpe
Blvd.) is accessible to so many things that
(public transit customers) need," Hammond
said during a question-and-answer session
that followed a presentation on the advantages and disadvantages of four possible sites
being considered by the city. "The people who use the transit system don't understand
why the city would move the center.

"l would like to see the city, when they're making this decision, prioritize based on the
needs of the people who actually ride the city buses."

Regional Manager Ron Reekes and his Wendel Companies colleague Stephanie Goris
gave a detailed description of the four sites being considered by the city for location of the
multimodal transit center, including the former China Palace restaurant and part of the
Budget Motel at 301 E. Oglethorpe Blvd., the existing transit site, the location of the
former Heritage House hotel at 732 W. Oglethorpe Blvd., and the site of the former
Carmike Cinemas at 1121 Gillionville Road.

"We've looked at each of the four sites, completed an infrastructure analysis and done a
test fit," Reekes said. "Our purpose is to find a facility that best allows the city to combine
multiple modes of transportation at one convenient location.

http://www .albanyherald.com/news/2013/feb/12/public-offers-input-on-transit-site/ 3/25/2014
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"We've done about 100 of these facilities all across the country, and we try to create
potentially architectually iconic structures that meet each city's needs. One of the
priorities, though, since federal funding will be partially used to complete the structure, is
the FTA (Federal Transit Authority) requirement that we look for a locally preferred
alternative."

Many of the questions about the proposed multimodal center had to do with financing of
the project. Assistant City Manager Wes Smith said that while a cost analysis of each
proposed site is a next step in the process, the city is looking to utilize some $5 million in
federal funds and as much as $4 million in approved special-purpose local-option sales
tax funding to complete the project.

"We'll use the information provided by Wendel, and perhaps some of today's discussion,
to come up with a magnitude of cost report to present to the City Commission next
Tuesday," Smith said before the meeting. "We'll talk about the things we like and don't
like at each of the four sites and make a recommendation to the commission at that time.

"Hopefully the commission will make a decision pretty quickly and we can move this
project forward."

Five of Albany's six commissioners -- Tommie Postell, Roger Marietta, lvey Hines, Bob
Langstaff and Christopher Pike -- and Mayor Dorothy Hubbard attended Tuesday's public
hearing, as did City Manager James Taylor, Transit Director David Hamilton and
Downtown Manager Aaron Blair.

Former government leaders Arthur Williams and Victor Edwards also attended the forum.

"I don't know if you've taken into consideration that, once the city takes ownership of any
new building that's built, as many as 14 minority contractors will lose work," Edwards said.
"We talk a lot about economic impact here, but that impact of around $500,000 is going to
hurt a lot of families.

"I know that existing building can be renovated for a lot less than $9 million. | hope that
city leaders will take a look at the impact this will have. There are a lot of branches that
come off this tree."

Sponsored From Around the Web

http://www.albanyherald.com/news/2013/feb/12/public-offers-input-on-transit-site/ 3/25/2014
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WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you currently ride Albany Transit for some or all of your trips?
Yes No <

If so, which route(s)?

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

If the following improvements and/or amenities to the Albany Transit service in your area
were considered, which improvements or amenities would you like to see? Please rate
their importance to you from Very Important to Not Important.

Very Somewhat | Neutral Somewhat Not
Important | Important Unimportant | Important

Park n Ride site near center X

Information on actual arrival
times: via phone, computer,
PDA, electronic signs at )<
stations waiting areas

Vending, food/drink

Close to down town

Travel time similar to driving

Restrooms

Vending ticketing

XXX X

Customer Service
representative on site e

Amtrak Bus Bridge, other
modes of transportation

Connectivity to Greyhound/ ><“

Your contact information:
Please provide us with your preferred contact information, so that we may respond to your
question(s) and/or comments. You can also specify your preferred contact method for our
response.

Name: _Jzm: M ‘Coy
Affiliation/organization:__C i+ 2 en

Address: 23/l femb-oke Or.  Albany ¢A 3707
City, State, Zip:_A [beny G A 31 :;O 2

Phone:_ §¥SY- 2 2,2:7/

E-mail: +am. . ﬂ](.(,ﬂ-,r"?q@ ama’]l,com
7 o

| B Sy
Please respond to me by: ¢ E-mail # Postal mail - Phone

Thank you for your comments and interest!
Our planning staff will consider your comments as we develop our service plans for this area.
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Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you cu tly ride Albany Transit for some or all of your trips?
Yes_/. No

If so, which route(s)? %// A J’Z/Zﬁ/

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
' CITY OF ALBANY

If the following improvements and/or amenities to the Albany Transit service in your area
were considered, which improvements or amenities would you like to see? Please rate
their importance to you from Very Important to Not Important.

Very Somewhat | Neutral Somewhat Not
Important | Important Unimportant | Important

Park n Ride site near center M

Information on actual arrival
times: via phone, computer,

PDA, electronic signs at (/

stations waiting areas

Vending, food/drink

P
Close to down town /

Travel time similar to driving V

Restrooms /
Vending ticketing V’#

Customer Service

representative on site M

Connectivity to Greyhound/ .
Amtrak Bus Bridge, other M
modes of transportation

Your contact information:
Please provide us with your preferred contact information, so that we may respond to your
question(s) and/or comments. You can also specify your preferred contact method for our

response. : i r
Name: et # aArr7s
Affiliation!organigation: ‘ '
Address: 2 7/ 0q ulS 04 Bl 74D

City, State, Zip:__4-//4 41 1/, /h’f b7 477, Nl

Phone:_Ap/ue (L2255 4204 S ST /’(a// (AR T b 455

E-mail:

Please respond to me by: - E-mail - Postal mail - Phone

Thank you for your comments and interest!
Our planning staff will consider your comments as we develop our service plans for this area.
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Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you,currently ride Albany Transit for some or all of your trips?
Yes \_/ No

If so, which route(s)? O M MG&E‘S‘ BLUE-“S/B,ROW-“’I%REEN-“ -.Gﬁ-ﬂzd:,

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you currently ride Albany Transit for some or all of your trips?
Yes No /e

If so, which route(s)?

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do y[ty currently ride Albany Transit for some or all of your trips?
Yes

If so, which route(s)'f"[ é f/fo —fﬂf (J( R—?) 7)(0 A r’f?/,g “frf ké}')) f?ﬂr/ f@l@i

ot

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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Comments heard during the February 12, 2013 public meeting (transcribed from hand written notes)

Business on Site B — concerned over moving

Carters wants it to stay on B.

Need security on site.

No one feels safe catching the bus at 5am — will there be more security?
Environmental issues — which is best site for those issues? (Sites C, D)
When you do cost configuration, can we include Site C cost in costs? (Mayor)
Can you give costs for the center? No.

Has consideration been given to a co-op on bank site next to Site B?

Has consideration been given to growth? Yes — 33% growth factor.

Which of these sites cost the most?

L A I

Concern over moving from downtown — government centers that people utilize need to be
walkable.

Who would own Site B? Not out of the realm of possibility to rent.
Site C — private house (does he get to stay?) Yes.

Look to community redevelopment plan.

Ll

Riders are top priority.
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WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD 2 //3 /6905

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you currently ride Albany Transit for some or all of your trips?
Yes No

If so, which route(s)?

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

If the following improvements and/or amenities to the Albany Transit service in your area
were considered, which improvements or amenities would you like to see? Please rate
their importance to you from Very Important to Not Important.

Very Somewhat | Neutral | Somewhat | Not |
Important | Important Unimportant | Important

Park n Ride site near center

Information on actual arrival .
times: via phone, computer,
PDA, electronic signs at
stations waiting areas

Vending, food/drink

Close to down town ‘/

Travel time similar to driving

Restrooms

Vending ticketing

Customer Service
representative on site

Connectivity to Greyhound/
Amtrak Bus Bridge, other
modes of transportation

Your contact information:
Pleas_e provide us with your preferred contact information, so that we may respond to your
question(s) and/or comments. You can also specify your preferred contact method for our
response.

Name: -\/tHJIU M. -;SHWW

Affiliation/organization: SR P1990) Tl BEELAS . LI
Address: Yo 7 T PUEWUE. T
City, State, Zip: RL BB, &A /700

Phone: o

E-mail:

Please respond to me by: «+ E-maj

. Postawhone

Thank you for your comments and interest!
Our planning staff will consider your comments as we develop our service plans for this area.

6&‘/



1. Was this "community forum for public input' advertised prior to yesterdays
Herald article? If so when?

2. Does this meeting meet NEPA requirements as to public dissemination of
information?

3. Does this meeting meet MPO Certification and GDOT requirements regarding
public meetings?

4. Does this public meeting meet the requirements of Georgia's Open Meetings Act
(OCGA § 50-14-1, et. seq.)?

5. What provisions for this forum was made for Americans with Disabilities?
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Albany Transit

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

If the following improvements and/or amenities to the Albany Transit service in your area
were considered, which improvements or amenities would you like to see? Please rate
their importance to you from Very Important to Not Important.

Very Somewhat | Neutral Somewhat Not
Important | Important Unimportant | Important
Park n Ride site near center v

Information on actual arrival
times: via phone, computer,
PDA, electronic signs at v
stations waiting areas

Vending, food/drink /
Close to down town v
Travel time similar to driving 2
Restrooms
, v’
Vending ticketing : Ve

Customer Sérvice
representative on site /

Connectivity to Greyhound/
Amtrak Bus Bridge, other /
modes of transportation

Your contact information:
Please prowde us W|th your preferred contact information, so that we may respond to your
question(s) and/or comments. You can also specify your preferred contact method for our

response.
Name: __ < &cmcm bum
Affiliation/organization: LAOJob ‘%T)DQN ¢S \n

Address: !$ZQ LOuos o ?:; ‘
City, State, Zip: _&_\kn‘,&,\ Cw 300
Phone: \du mnm | 229 - 399-S4 L

< w ¢ 1es . Cam

E-mail:

Please respond to me by: — E-mail _ Postal maiIXPhone

Thank you for your comments and interest!
Our planning staff will consider your comments as we develop our service plans for this area.
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~ , WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you currently ride AlbanyTransit for some or all of your trips?
Yes No_X

If so, which route(s)?

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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RECEIVED
Comment made March 2013

City manager's Office

WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
— =--->——3 CITY OF ALBANY

Atbany Transit |

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,

comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.
0 mﬂ;& [the

Do you currently ride AlbanyTransit for some or all of your trips?
Yes_{ No \E/ ut /”&

If so, which route(s)?')"f’// [2U 763\/5 ‘7%/?’75 _?,@Jé_/_@ /%‘/éﬁﬁ{)/ /Wﬂ //

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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Received 3-2013

I'have used the Albany Public Transportation off and on since 1973, I was using the public transportation system when
the transfer point was at the Albany auditorium, |was using it when it was at the present aquarium location,

The buses do not always stay on schedule. 1 have had to wait for a connecting bus after 7:00 pm in the dark at the
transfer points on several occasions. The city does not keep an employee at the transfer point at all times. The rest
rooms were not cleaned or they were locked. The vulgar graffiti was everywhere, There was no place to get out of the
heat or cold.

Only in Albany Georgia is the public transportation system viewed as an indigent transportation system. In places like
New York, Atlanta and Panama City the transportation system is used by all levels of society.

The present location is the best location for the bus transfer station, economicaily, financially, and for security. The
present location is across from the police station. The present owner has someone on the premises until 7:45 after the
last buses run. The facility is kept clean, vulgar language or fighting is not tolerated. One does not have to look at a lot of
vulgar graffiti while waiting for a bus. Convenient should tourist coming in on the Grey Hound bus terminal need public
transportation. The present location is in close proximity to Albany State University and the City tourist attractions, the
civic center, the river aquarium and park, the downtown parades, the library,

The elderly frequently use the public transportation system and most take medication that requires they not get over
heated. The present owner provides shelter from the rain and cold, air conditioning on very hot days and heat in the
winter,

The two other proposed locations are not safe. The Heritage House was closed because of the drug and prostitution
problem on Davis Street. The Gillionville Road sight, the old Carmike theater building, is again near a sight known for
drugs and prostitution traffic. Would the city leaders want their mother daughter or child or grandchildren to have to
endure such an environment? Again the present owner does not allow such on the premise.

It seems to me the city leaders are getting a bargain fram the present owner by keeping the location where it is, as it is.
They provide security, they provide a clean facility. The rest room is never locked. They provide shelter from the
elements. Heat and Air conditioning is provide.

Recently an elderly man, in a wheel chair, had to be transported to the hospital. He was brought inside the building
where he and his belongings were cared for until the paramedics arrived. The man’s belongings and wheel chair could
not be transported on the ambulance. The owner of the building secured the man’s possessions for him.

In these rough economic times, why spend money the city cannot afford on a bus transfer station somewhere in an
unsupervised, unsecure area. The present location is the best this city has ever provided for those that patronize the
public transportation system.

Please do move our public transportation transfer station to an unsafe area where there will be no supervision and the
facilities will be subject to unsanitary conditions and to ruin.

Thank you,
Wendy Laramore
229-353-1430
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v R
] ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you currently‘y',de/AlbanyTransit for some or all of your trips?
Yes No

If so, which route(s)?

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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Albany Transit
v WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you currently ride AlbanyTransit for some or all of your trips?
Yes L/_/ﬁ:

If so, which route(s)? j /ot~ _7%3‘0//34

Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential amenities you would like to see considered:
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WES SMITH
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
COMMENT CARD

The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do yoyéurrently ride AlbanyTransit for some or all of your trips?
Yes No
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Please add any comments below on the proposed transfer center, your travel needs,
and/or potential arqepltles you would like to see considered:
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CITY OF ALBANY

Public Involvement Plan
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The City of Albany and Albany Transit System welcomes and values your participation,
comment(s) and question(s) on this Plan.

Do you currently ride AlbanyTransit for some or all of your trips?
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

City of Albany
Albany Transit System
Public Meeting Announcement
Albany Multimodal Facility

The City of Albany will conduct a public meeting to solicit
comments on the site selection process for the proposed Albany
Multimodal Facility. The public meeting will be held at the
following location and time:

Tuesday, April 9, 2013
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m
222 Pine Ave., Room 120, Albany, GA 31701

As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Albany does not
discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to or treatment or employment
in its programs or activities. The Human Resources department has been designated to
coordinate compliance with the non-discrimination requirements contained in section 35.107 of
the Department of Justice Regulations. Information concerning the provisions of the Americans
with Disabilities Act, and the rights provided there is available at the City of Albany, Human
Resources Office.

The City of Albany will assist citizens with special needs given proper notice (7working days).
Any requests for reasonable accommodations required by individuals to fully participate in any
open meeting, program, or activity of the City of Albany, Georgia should be direct to Tennasha
L. Gresham, 712 Flint Ave., Albany, Georgia, 31701, (229) 446-2704.



Comments received at public input session April9, 2013 for multimodal project as recorded by Wes
Smith, ACM.

Multimodal site needs to be safe and secure. Current site is right across from police headquarters. The
other two sites are more isolated.

The current site has historic significance to Albany and bus service.
Crime rates are low at current site. Heritage House site is in high crime area.
Current site is close to downtown, centrally located services.

A participant submitted a petition to keep the multimodal project at the same site. The document is in
the ATS files.

Participant does not like the current site because the property owner harasses riders.
The Carmike 8 site is too close to an existing neighborhood.

The owner of Carter’s Restaurant said he did not want the station to move because he would lose

customers.

A participant submitted a drawing of an alternative design for the current site.

The Carmike 8 site is an island and isolated.



Submitted at April 9, 2013
Public Meeting

To: The City Commissioners and Consultants
From: Transit Customers

RE: Signed Petitions

Please find enclosed the 750 signatures of concerned
transit customers that want to keep the current location
of the bus station.
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THE SIGNATURES BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING

AT THIS PRESENT LOCATION, WITH UP-DATE RENOVATION.
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THE SIGNATURES BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING
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THE SIGNATURES BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING
AT THIS PRESENT LOCATION, WITH UP-DATE RENOVATION.
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THE SIGNED BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING AT
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THE SIGNATURES BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING
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THE SIGNATURES BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING
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AT THIS PRESENT LOCATION, WITH UP-DATE RENOVATION.
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THE SIGNATURES BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING
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THE SIGNATURES BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING
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THE SIGNATURES BELOW ARE FOR THE BUS STATION STAYING
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