


ALBANY- DOUGHERTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
March 5, 2026, 2:00 pm
Government Center Building
222 Pine Ave. (Room 100)

A. CALL TO ORDER Chairman Hillsman called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. The following Commissioners were in attendance: Vice Chair Aaron Johnson, Art Brown, William Geer, Jimmy Hall, Helen Young, Natalie Knox, King Randall, Charles Ochie, and Demetrious Love. 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES Jimmy Hall moved to approve the February 5, 2026, minutes as submitted. Seconded by William Geer. The motion received unanimous approval. 
C. GEORGIA LAW Paul Forgey read the Georgia Law. 
D. CITY LAND USE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
[bookmark: _Hlk216951249][bookmark: _Hlk216962290]1. Amanda Wiley (26-006) has submitted an application to the Albany Dougherty Planning Commission requesting that the Official Zoning Map of Dougherty County, Georgia, be amended to rezone a .3-acre parcel from C-2 (General Mixed-Use Business District) to C-3 (Commercial District). The property is at 1400 W Broad Avenue (0000H/00003/023). The purpose of the rezoning is to operate an Automobile Repair Shop. The owner of the property is Terry Blackburn. The applicant is Amanda Wiley. Ward 3
Planning Director Paul Forgey presented a review of current and future land-use maps, site characteristics, infrastructure, zoning history, and planning factors of the subject parcel. Recommending approval of the rezoning request. The applicant, Amand Wiley, was present to answer questions from the Commission. No one opposed the request. After a brief discussion and public comments, Chair Hillsman called for a motion. 
Jimmy Hall offered a motion to approve the request to rezone 1400 W. Broad Avenue from C-2 to C-3; seconded by Helen Young, the motion carried 9-0 with the following votes:
Sanford Hillsman	Tie or Quorum
Aaron Johnson	Yes                     	 		Helen Young		  Yes
Art Brown		Yes                                 		Demetrius love	  Yes
William Geer 		Yes				 	Jimmy Hall	        	  Yes
Charles Ochie	Yes			   	 	King Randall       	  Yes
Natalie Knox           Yes

The following city land use development applications were withdrawn by the applicant: 

2. Woda Cooper Development (26- 008) Rezoning: 2402 Whispering Pines Circle 
3. Woda Cooper Development (26-009) Variance: 2402 Whispering Pines Circle 

4. Santos H Sontay (26-010) has submitted an application to the Albany Dougherty Planning Commission requesting a variance to the Albany Dougherty Zoning Ordinance(s). Title II- Table II.2.02  Minimum Lot Area and Yard Requirements and Title III Table III.2.01 Table of Off-Street Parking Requirements. The properties are 1807 and 1809 Fulton Avenue. The purpose of the variance request is to waive the requirements for parking and lot size to operate a religious institution (church). The Owner is Mohamad Nabulsi. The applicant is Santos H. Sontay.  Ward 1
Mr. Forgey provided a review of current and future land-use maps, site characteristics, infrastructure, zoning history, and analysis factors of the subject parcel. He recommended approval of the variance request. The applicant, Santos Sontay, was present to answer questions from the Commission. No one opposed the request. After a brief discussion, Chair Hillsman called for a motion. 
Helen Young offered a motion to approve the variance request, to waive the requirements for parking and lot size to operate a religious institution (church) at 1807 and 1809 Fulton Ave.; seconded by Natalie Knox, the motion carried 9-0 with the following votes:
Sanford Hillsman	Tie or Quorum
Aaron Johnson	Yes                     	 		Helen Young		  Yes
Art Brown		Yes                                 		Demetrius love	  Yes
William Geer 		Yes				 	Jimmy Hall	        	  Yes
Charles Ochie	Yes			   	 	King Randall       	  Yes
Natalie Knox           Yes

F. OLD BUSINESS  
No old business discussed. 
G. NEW BUSINESS  
1. Comp Plan 2046: Paul briefly reviewed the status of the Comp Plan update and encouraged the Commission to attend the upcoming open house on Tuesday, April 7, 2026, starting at 5:30 p.m. at the Driskel Community Center. 
H. STATUS REPORTS Recap of the February cases. 
I. ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:35 pm. 



